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Pacific Region Gestion de l'aquaculture 
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Fish Health Unit Région du Pacifique 
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Courtenay, BC Courtenay, (C.-B.) 
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DATE 


To Whom It May Concern, 


RE: Urgent Notifications Templates 


The Aquaculture Management Division of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) are 
undertaking a modernization of our data management systems to allow increased utility 
and security of our data. As part of this process, we have updated the reporting templates 
for industry notifications of: 1) fish health events (FHE), 2) mortality events (ME), and 3) 
sea lice over threshold. We anticipate these new templates will allow more consistent 
reporting by industry, without any increased regulatory burden. 


The implementation of the new reporting templates gives us an opportunity to clarify 
some specific key elements on how notifications are reported to the Department. These 
elements are as follows: 


Fish Health Event (FHE) reporting: 


Canada 


FHE’s will be reported in the dedicated template attached, and will no longer be 
required to be reported in the Appendix V-B Mortality by Category. 
A FHE should be reported wherein any suspected or active disease occurrence has 
warranted veterinary involvement and mitigative action. 
о Site quarantine and/or enhanced biosecurity (e.g. visiting last) would 
constitute mitigative action and therefore FHE notification. 
o Culling of fish should be reported to the Department as a FHE when used 
as a management tool to mitigate suspected or confirmed disease in a 
population. 
= Routine “grading out” of poor performers during any transfer is 
exempt from this reporting requirement. 
The current occurrence categories of “new, ongoing and relapsing,” seen in the 
Mortality by Category template (Appendix V-B) will be changed to “new, 
ongoing and recurring.” 
The delineation between “new, ongoing and recurring” FHE’s has been defined. 
Please see the “Guidance” tab in the new ЕНЕ reporting template. 
o Rationale: In current reporting structure of FHE’s within the Mortality by 
Category template (Appendix V-B) the delineation between new, ongoing 
and recurring FHE’s is not well-defined. This new approach is more 
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consistent and standardizes reporting requirements, regardless of when in a 


quarter a FHE falls. 
Each disease process warrants an independent FHE report, and follow-up 
reporting as necessary. 

о For example, if there were two disease processes being treated on farm 
(even if the treatment is one-and-the-same) each disease must be reported 
independently. It is recommended that a reference be made to the 
concurrent disease in the “Comments” column. 


Mortality Event (ME) reporting: 


All supporting documentation which justifies the primary and any contributing 
cause(s) of the ME should be retained on site and be made available to the 
Department upon request. 

All mortalities which occur during a transfer must be reported as occurring at the 
destination facility. 

о Rationale: This ensures that mortality is not “split” between source and 
destination facilities, or reported twice. By attributing mortalities to the 
destination facility, any subsequent mortalities which may be related to the 
transfer will be captured in subsequent ME reports. 

10 day follow up ME reports are required for all ME’s, unless it is stated in the 
initial notification that the ME cause has been resolved. 

о 10 day follow up mortality reports must include mortality broken down 
day-by-day for the 10 days, with any updates to primary probable cause, 
diagnosis, actions taken as appropriate. 

о Ifthe ME has resolved within the 10 days, please indicate this in the 
comments section of the report. 

“Pens Affected” column in the template is meant to capture mortality events 
which clearly only affect a portion of the farm (e.g. handling, predation, transfer). 
Any generalized environmentally induced MEs should be reported as “all pens.” 
Any accumulated mortalities, due to a delay in retrieval, must be reported on the 
day they are recovered from the pen(s) (i.e. not averaged out over the previous 
days) 

о Rationale: There is no way of knowing which mortalities occurred on 
which day(s) during the absent or incomplete mortality retrieval. 
Therefore, averaging out the mortalities over numerous days may result in 
a given mortality event being missed. Companies must make efforts to 
ensure, “carcasses are collected, classified and recorded on a routine and 
frequent basis...”as per 2.6.1 of the HMP.” 
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о If there are circumstance(s) which resulted in the delayed retrieval of 
mortalities (e.g. weather, biosecurity, equipment malfunction) which then 
resulted in a mortality event trigger on the day of retrieval, provide this 
supporting evidence to the Department with your ME notification. The 
Department will not enter a record of a ME where sufficient evidence has 
been provided to justify the exemption of a ME. 


Sea Lice over threshold reporting: 

e As per Condition of Licence 6.4 and 6.5, notifications to the Department for sea 
lice exceedance, and a plan to address the exceedance are required within 15 and 
30 calendar days respectively, of the date of “discovery...” 

о The date of “discovery” is synonymous with the “Incident Date” found in 
the new Sea Lice Overabundance Template (see “guidance” tab for 
definition). 

о As per Appendix VI 1.1(c) of the Conditions of Licence, a three-pen 
sampling event should be conducted within five calendar days. 

e To clarify Condition of Licence 7.3 (a) and (b); any exceedance of sea lice during 
the outmigration period (defined March 17, to June 30" annually) must be 
reported within seven calendar days to the Department. 

о This is the case even when an exceedance has been previously reported 
prior to March|st (i.e. beginning of outmigration). 


This bulletin is our interpretation of the licence conditions based on current information 
and updated reporting templates. Please be advised that this bulletin is subject to revision 
at the Department’s discretion and will be sent to licence holders if and when updated. 


If you require further clarification please contact DFO aquaculture fish health 
veterinarian, Zac Waddington, by telephone at 250 703-0902 or by email at 
zac.waddington@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 


Sincerely, 


Adrienne Paylor 
Manager, Aquaculture Environmental Operations 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
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Wilkinson, Davida 


From: Sandberg, Krista 

Sent: Tuesday, December 4, 2018 3:19 PM 

To: Knight, Joe 

Ce: Doucette, Claire; Paylor, Adrienne; Waddington, Zac 

Subject: FW: new reporting templates to go with draft bulletin - FH reporting 

Attachments: Draft Urgent Notifications Bulletin.doc; Fish Health Event Template (V8.5).xls; Mortaility 


Event Template (V8.4).xls; Sea Lice Overabundance Template (V8.2).xis 


Hi Joe, 


The fish health team has been working towards improving industry reporting with regards to urgent notifications 
including fish health events, mortality events and sea lice overabundance notifications. Thus, we have created three 
new structured data templates (attached) to replace our previous system of email notifications and excel reports. We 
have also drafted a Bulletin that helps to clarify some of the requirements in our current Conditions of Licence. There 
are no changes in requirements, just increased structure and clarity which will ultimately feed into our enhanced AQUIIS 
modules to allow us to better track events and assess compliance. We have finalized the templates and bulletin and 
plan on sending this to Allison for review, then to Alex for legal approval prior to distributing to industry. I’m hoping this 
can be done before the new year so that we can implement our new system in January. 


Can you please review these templates and the bulletin from a C&P perspective to ensure that they are consistent with 
your requirements? Let me know if you would like to go over them in person or if you have any further questions. 


Thank you, 
Krista. 


Krista Sandberg 
Office | Bureau 250-286-5835 
Cellular | Cellulaire 250-895-1723 


ВФЕ Sema” Coeds Canada 


From: Waddington, Zac 
Sent: December-03-18 6:04 PM 

To: Paylor, Adrienne 

Cc: Sandberg, Krista; Diamond, Maria; Manchester, Howie 

Subject: RE: new reporting templates to go with draft bulletin - FH reporting 


Please see the attached bulletin and final templates. | think we can say happily that this is the final draft, Maria has 
polished it up and | think it’s ready for distribution. When/if you’re happy with it Adrienne, | don’t know how it’s 
supposed to go up through the channels, but you can send it and the templates to whomever you feel necessary. Please 
let me know if you need anything further, 


Zac 


From: Sandberg, Krista 
Sent: November-29-18 3:22 PM 
To: Paylor, Adrienne 
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Cc: Waddington, Zac 
Subject: new reporting templates to go with draft bulletin - FH reporting 


Hi Adrienne, 


To go along with the bulletin that you have from Zac to send up to Allison, | think it would be good to include the new 
templates that will be sent out along with the bulletin. And | should note that they are all very fabulous! | spoke with 

Dan yesterday and he was pointing out a few holes in our reporting requirements, all of which | was happy to say are 
now covered with our new templates © 


Krista. 


Krista Sandberg 

Aquaculture Data Coordinator | Coordonnateur de données sur l'aquaculture 
Aquaculture Management Division | Gestion de l'aquaculture 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada | Péches et Océans Canada 
krista.sandberg@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

Office | Bureau 250-286-5835 

Cellular | Cellulaire 250-895-1723 


Canada 
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